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CONf lOtN 1'lALI i'Y NOTICE: Unless otherwise indicated or obvious from the nature of Ihe transmittal, the in formation 
contained in this facsimile message is attorney privileged and confidential information intended for the use ofthc individual or 
enlii> named above. If the reader of this message is not tlie intended recipient, or ihe employee or agent responsible to deliver it 
to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify Ihe sender by telephone and return the 
original message to Michael O. Scheinberg at the above address via the U.S. Postal Service at our expense. 
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Application Number 


09/755.775 ^\ 


Filing Dato 


January 4, 2001 


First Named Inventor 


Andrew J. Katrinez Jr. 


Art Unit 


2875 


Examiner Name 


Stephen F. Husar 


X_ Total Number of Pages In Thia Submission 




Attorney Docket Number 


BY-01701USD1 J 



ENCLOSURES (C/rec* all that apply) 
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□ 
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□ 



Fee Transmittal Form 

□ 



Fee Auached 



AmerKJmenVReply 
□ After Final 

□ 



Affldavlts/dedaratlonfs) 
Extension of Time Request 
Express Abandonment Request 
Information Disclosure Stalemem 

Certified Copy of Priority 
Documents) 

Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 



□ 



Response to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR 1.52 or.1.53 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
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Drawlng(s) 

Llcenslng-relatod Papers 
Petition 

Petition lo Convert to a 
Provisional Application 
Power of Attorney, Revocation 
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Terminal Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 
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□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
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After Allowance communication 
to Technology Center (TC) 
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of Appeal and Interferences 
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(Appeal Notice, BD«f, Reply Brief) 

Proprietary Information 

Status Letter 

Other Enclosure(s) (please 
Identify below): 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile tran3mirted to the UfiPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in andfrTSTotje addressed to: Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 
the date shown below. f j 


Typed or printed name 


Jan DimrTHtt i ; 
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Thi$ Oditcction of information la required by 37 CFR 1.5Tt«r1nfofmailOft i* requited to obtain or retain a beneM by the public wtilcn la to M« f>nd by the USPTO to 
process) an spphceuon. Confidentiality la golMS*a*a*r3bU,5.C, 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. Tua collection is estimated to 12 mmutea ro compile, including 
gathering, preparing, and $ubml«lng (ho wmpleted application form to the USPTO. Tin* e will vary depending upon In* Individual case. Any commems on the 
amoum oriim* you require locorrplete this form and/or auggesttons for ^educirtg ih, s burden, should be aant to tha Chief Information Officer. U.S. Potent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Dijportmcnt of Corrmerce. P.O. Box 1*50. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT Send fees OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
address, SEND TO; Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance In completing the form, cefi 1-800-PTO-&199 snd se/eot option 2. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



SERIAL NO,: 



09/755,775 



ART UNIT: 



2875 



APPLICANT: 



Andrew J. Katrinez. Jr. 



EXAMINER: 



Stephen F. Husar 



TITLE: 



FILING HATE: 



Low Power, Low Cost Illuminated Keyboards and Keypads 



January 4, 2001 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

MAR 0 2 2004 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 




Assistant Commissioner for Patents \J ] j I 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

Pursuant to the guidelines for Information Disclosure Statements, 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97-1.98, 
attached hereto is a PTO Form 1449 (One Sheet) with references listed for consideration by the 
Office. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a), copies of the listed written references are being 
provided. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ L97(g)-(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made or an admission 
ihat the information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 
defined in 37 C.F.R § 1.56(b). 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing of any Una) 
action under § 1 . 1 1 3, a notice of allowance under § 1.31 1, or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution in the application. 

Each item of information contained in this informaiton disclosure statement was first 
cited in any communication from u foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 
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Attorney Docket No. :B Y-Ql 701 USDl 

The foreign search report which cited the attached references is included as a concise 
explanation of the relevance of the foreign langauge reference. 

Respectfully submitted 



Date: 3 




Michael O. Scheint&rg, Reg. No. 36,919 
P.O. Box 164140 
Austin, Texas 78716-4140 
Telephone: (.512) 328-9510 
Facsimile: (512) 306-1963 
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Complete if Known 



Application Number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Us* a* many jrteef* a* r»ece***iy; 



Filing Date 



Hrst Named Inventor 



January 04, 2001 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 
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09/755,775 



Andrew J. Katrinez J 



2875 

Stephen Husar 



BY-01701ISD1" 
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Attorney Oocket Number 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Exam ner 
Initials" 


Cite 

NO. 


Document Number 
Numbec-Kmd Code 2 


Puotieaton Date 
MM.D0-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pagea. Columns, Linos, Whore 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Fishes Appear 






us " 5,655,826 


L 08/12/1997 


Kouno et ai. 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Exeminer 
Initials' 
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No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Puoiiceilon 
Date 
MM-OD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant PasBagea 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T" 


Country CM^'NurrtoH- * 'Kind Cods' 1 [if known) 






DE 29711813 U1 


90ct1997 


Bohse 
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Date 




Signature 




Considered 





,_. — ... -• vi — t. in iw iiuu>gii viwii^ir II ■ (VI ■!) UWIDUIMiaMWC *Jr«kJ I 

considered, include copy of trn$ form with nexl communication to applicant. Applicant's unique citation designation number (options'). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTQ P^tem Documents at www.usdIo g ov or MPEP G01.04. 8 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-Wtor code (WlPO Standard ST.3). For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of tne year of the reign orih<? Emperor must precede the serial number of trie patent document, s Kmd of document by 
the appropriate symbola aa indicBlad on the document under WlPO SlandB-d ST 16 If posaioie 'Applicant is to place a check ma* here if EnnliBn language. 
Translation is Btt ached. 

This coiiscaon oi inrorma&oii is required by 37 CFR i .97 and 1,98. The Information is required to obtain or retain e benefit by iho public which Is to Me (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality ■* governed by 35 US.C. '22 and 37 CFR 1 H, Th<s collection m estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathenng, preparing and submitting the conpteted application farm to the USPTO. Time will VBry depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require lo complete ihla form and/o' suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent lo the Cnief Intornar.on Officer, u S Patent 
end Trademark Office, P.O Box 1*50. Alexandria, VA 22313*1450. DO NOT SEND F£E3 OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Paienta, P.O. Box 1490, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

if you need assistance In completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 p '000-766-91 99) and sq!qc! option 2. 
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S +31 70 340 2040 
TX 31651 epo nl 
FAX +31 70 340 0013 



Europai$che$ 
Patentamt 



Zweigslella 
In Den Haag 
Redierchen- 



European 
Patent Office 

Branch al 
The Hague 
Search 

division 



Office europeen 
des brevets 



D^parlamani & 
La Haye 
Dlvlalon 0a la 
mrhflrr.hfl 



Hoarton, Lloyd Douglas Charles 
Forrester & Boehmert, 
Pettenkoferstrasse 20-22 
80336 MQnchen 
ALLEMAGNE 



FORRESTER & BOEHMERT 
to'ite _03. FEB. 2004 



Daiunvoaie 

03.02.04 



Zsicnsn/Rel /R6I. 

FB9993/E15099EP 



AmnelduiigNrVAppHcaiton Nc/Demande n'VPalenl Nr./Paienl Nc/Brevei n°. 

99935797. 3-2423-US9916523 



AnrnBtCeryAppllcani/DcmandOur/Pate^Hnhaheii'PrDprielcr/Tilulaire 

Twehty^First Century Technology, Inc. 



COMMUNICATION 

Trie European Patent Office herewith transmits as an enclosure the European search report for the 
above-mentioned European patent application. 

if applicable, copies of the documents cited in ihe European search report are attached. 

121 Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) enclosed 
as well. 



RECEIVED ] 



- 4 FEB 2004 



REFUND OF THE SEARCH FEE 

If applicable under Article 10 Rules relating to fees, a separate communication 
from the Receiving Section on the refund of the search fee will be sent later. 
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Office 



SUPPLEMENTARY 
EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 99 93 5797 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, 
of relevant passages 



DE 297 11 813 U (BOHSE H0RST) 
28 August 1997 (1997-08-28) 

* the whole document * 

DE 195 12 473 A (SHINETSU POLYMER CO) 
10 October 1996 (1996-10-10) 

* the whole document * 



The supplementary search report has been based on the lasi 
set of claims valid and available at the start of the search. 



Place ol search 

THE HAGUE 



Relevant 
lo claim 



1-26 



1-26 



Dale ol complfluor ol iho aosrch 

27 January 2004 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION {lm.CI.7) 



F21V9/16 
H01H13/70 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (lnLCL7) 



H01H 



Gxammar 

Libberecht, L 



CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS 

X - particularly relevant if taken alone 

Y ; particularly relevant If combined wllh enolher 

document of l he samo category 
A : iBchnoloaical b acta round 



T . theory or principle underlying ihe Invention 
E : earlier palenl document, bul published on, or 

after lha filing dale 
D • documenl ciied In (he application 
L : documenl died for other reasons 
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ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO, 



EP 99 93 5797 



This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report 
The members are as contained In trm European Patent Office EDP file on 

The European Patent Office Is In no way liable for these particulars which are merely given lor the purpose of information. 

27-01-2004 



Patent document 


Publication 


Patent family 


Publication 


died In search report 


date 


member(s) 


date 



DE 29711813 U 
DE 19612473 A 



28-08-1997 
10-10-1996 



DE 



29711813 111 



JP 8273473 A 

CN 1140321 A ,8 

DE 19612473 Al 

US 5655826 A 



28-08-1997 



18-10-1996 
15-01-1997 
10-10-1996 
12-08-1997 
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